INFORMATION FOR ERASMUS STUDENTS APPLYING TO IMPERIAL COLLEGE OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND MEDICINE

ERASMUS INSTITUTIONAL CODE : UK LONDON015

This information has been mailed to you on the basis that Imperial College has a relevant bi-lateral ERASMUS student exchange agreement with your university/college in your subject area. Please contact your ERASMUS co-ordinator in your faculty/department or your institution’s SOCRATES-ERASMUS Office/co-ordinator for further advice. Only students who are selected/nominated to apply to Imperial College by your university/college can be considered by Imperial College as ERASMUS students.

Applying to Imperial College

We ask that all students submit Imperial College's application form instead of or in addition to an ECTS/ERASMUS application form. 

The exact application procedure can be found in the next section to this document. 

A supply of application forms have been posted to your university/college’s SOCRATES-ERASMUS co-ordinator. Alternatively, you can contact Line Verbik in the International Office for a form (l.verbik@ic.ac.uk).

APPLICATION DEADLINE

There is no official deadline for the receipt of application forms. However, we would kindly ask that applications from students wishing to commence their programme of study on 29 September are submitted as quickly as possible. 
Tuition fees

ERASMUS students do not pay tuition fees.  However, such students can expect to continue any tuition fees required of them by their home institution.

Financial issues

It is important to note that living in London is reasonably expensive and you should consider how you will fund your time in London. You can find information on living and accommodation expenses at the web site of London Conference on Oversees Students (LCOS) at http://www.lcos.org.uk . As your university/college will inform you there is a mobility scholarship for ERASMUS students.  Ask your SOCRATES-ERASMUS co-ordinator for further information. It might also be worth finding out about any other scholarships which may be available in your home country for students who are undertaking a period of study abroad.

Accommodation 

Please refer to the accommodation information in the final section to this document.

Further to the information held in that section please note the following:

· Currently rooms in halls of residence cost between £37/£59 per week for shared rooms and £87 per week for single rooms. Prices vary between the different halls and usually you can save a lot of money by sharing with other students. However this solution has to be considered carefully since unless you share with another exchange student, your co-occupant may be a fresher (i.e. 18 years of age). You can get further information about accommodation at the College’s web site. (http://www.ad.ic.ac.uk/accom/)

· If you cannot be housed by the College, your option would be to look for a room with a private landlord. In general, unlike in some European countries, to rent a flat is a very expensive option.   The advice is to contact the College’s Private Housing Office (http://www.ad.ic.ac.uk/accom/private/index.htm), and be prepared to arrive before term starts and find a place to live. 

Planning a programme of study at Imperial College

You should speak to your exchange co-ordinator at your home university/college about planning your programme of study. At Imperial College, each department has an exchange programme co-ordinator whom you can ask for advice (if you are in any doubt about who this person is please email the International Office at Imperial). 

If your home university/college requires you to use the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) to plan your programme of study, please note that the only subject area at Imperial College which uses ECTS is Physics. If you are required to use ECTS for any other subject area, please make sure that your own exchange co-ordinator speaks to his/her counterpart at Imperial College about ECTS.

Language requirements

As an ERASMUS student you do not have to produce evidence of your English language skills (e.g. a qualification). We would expect that your home university/college will have required you to have undertaken English language tuition and that you will have achieved an acceptable standard before agreeing that you can apply to Imperial College through the ERASMUS programme. It is very important that your English language skills (reading, listening, speaking and reading) are all effective so that you are able to follow the programme of study you are to pursue. Whilst you are at Imperial College, English language tuition [provided by the English Language Support Programme] is available free of charge to all international students registered at Imperial College.

The ERASMUS Club

Imperial College has an ERASMUS Club which is one of the college Union’s many clubs and societies. The ERASMUS Club is run by Imperial College students and was set up to help exchange students at Imperial College get the most out of their placement at the college and assist Imperial College students planning to go abroad. The ERASMUS Club is open to everybody and has a range of activities such as theatre trips, excursions to other areas of the UK, pub evenings, parties, untraditional sightseeing events and much more. The ERASMUS Club will contact all exchange students coming to Imperial College before their programme of study begins. More information about the ERASMUS Club is available at the club’s web site: http://www.su.ic.ac.uk/erasmus
or by emailing erasmus@ic.ac.uk
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APPLICATION PROCEDURE

1. Collect an application form (Form UG1) from either:


- your SOCRATES Office or equivalent 



or 


- email the International Office at Imperial College (a.hawksworth@ic.ac.uk)

2. Read the instructions on the rear of the application form

3. Complete fully all the sections, except in Section A “Second choice Department/Course”

4. All applicants must include

· one academic reference/testimony/report

· an official document from your university/institution listing the courses and examinations you have taken to date and plan to take this current academic year

5.  Send your application papers as soon as possible to:




Mr. David Atkins




Senior Assistant Registrar (Admissions)




Imperial College




London    SW7 2AZ

6. PLEASE NOTE

· On receipt of your application you will receive an acknowledgement letter from the College Admissions Office stating a reference number which you should quote in any verbal or written correspondence with Imperial College

· Your application will be considered by the department in which you wish to study and the decision will be communicated to you by the College Admissions Office.  Failure to complete the application form fully or to provide supporting documentation may delay consideration of your application.

· If you are sent an official letter of admission you will receive separately an application form for a room in a College hall of residence.  

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY THE ACCOMMODATION INFORMATION ON 

THE REVERSE OF THIS SHEET

7. Up to date information regarding the 2001/2002 academic year, including a copy of the new “Freshers Handbook 2001/2” will be mailed to each student during the summer.

Any queries to Mr. Adrian Hawksworth on email (a.hawksworth@ic.ac.uk) or in writing to the International Office, Room 321 Sherfield Building, Imperial College, London  SW7 2AZ
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SOCRATES (ERASMUS) 2001/2002

ACCOMMODATION INFORMATION

Information on this sheet is correct at the time of writing.

Applicants who are successful in receiving a letter of admission should refer to the 

information sent to them soon after by Imperial College’s Student Accommodation Office

· A SOCRATES (ERASMUS) student who is offered admission for a full academic year (October 2001 - June 2002) will be guaranteed* accommodation in either an Imperial College or a University of London Intercollegiate hall of residence.  The College’s Student Accommodation Office (student.accom@ic.ac.uk) will send each student an accommodation application form once the College has issued an official letter of admission.  Complete and return the application form as soon as possible.  * The guarantee only applies to those SOCRATES (ERASMUS) students who receive an official letter of admission to Imperial College dated before 15 September, 2001.  If you would prefer a single room please select this preference on the application form.
· A SOCRATES (ERASMUS) student who is offered admission for less than a full academic year commencing in October 2001 cannot be guaranteed accommodation. Each student will receive an accommodation application form which they are encouraged to complete and return. The College’s Student Accommodation Office (student.accom@ic.ac.uk) will only allocate accommodation if it is available.  Therefore, students who cannot be provided with a room are advised now to make every effort now to secure alternative accommodation in London prior to arrival.  For those who find it impossible to find suitable accommodation prior to arrival the College’s Student Accommodation Office has a “Private Housing Office” which can be accessed by students by email (private.housing@ic.ac.uk) and those who will have recently arrived in London.  This service can provide information on landlords who can be approached.
· A SOCRATES (ERASMUS) student who is offered admission for less than a full academic year commencing during the academic year cannot be guaranteed accommodation. Each student will receive an accommodation application form which they are encouraged to complete and return. The College’s Student Accommodation Office (student.accom@ic.ac.uk) will only allocate accommodation if it is available.  This will not necessarily be before the period of study commences.  Therefore, such a student should make every effort to secure alternative accommodation in London prior to arrival.  However, please note that in previous years the College has been able to provide accommodation for many such students.
The average weekly rent (2000/2001) for a:

single room 

in a self-catering College hall of residence 

= £87

double room 

in a self-catering College hall of residence 

= £55

triple room 

in a self-catering College hall of residence

= £37
Imperial College halls of residences are a mixture of self-catering and non-self-catering and most accommodation is situated within a reasonable walking distance of the College site.  One hall of residence which houses many ERASMUS students is Wilson House which is situated across Hyde Park in Paddington. University of London inter-collegiate halls of residence are situated in Central London.

PLEASE NOTE

It is in each student’s interests to reply swiftly to any correspondence received from Imperial College.  

It is also a good idea to check that any correspondence you may send has been received 

by the appropriate office at Imperial College

ENQUIRIES TO LINE VERBIK (l.verbik@ic.ac.uk)
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Useful contacts: 

Adrian Hawksworth, ERASMUS Contact Person




email: a.hawksworth@ic.ac.uk




Telephone: +44 (0)20 7594 8044

Line Verbik, ERASMUS Assistant Administrator





email: l.verbik@ic.ac.uk




Telephone: +44 (0)20 7594 8081

International Office




Room 321, Sherfield Building




London SW7 2AZ




Fax : +44 (0) 20 7594 8002

Useful links to the web site of Imperial College

MAIN MENU 

The main menu of the college’s web site is found at: www.ic.ac.uk

PROSPECTUSES

While you are not applying to register for a degree programme at Imperial, you may find some of the information contained in our official catalogues of interest, especially the course syllabuses. However, we always refer potential ERASMUS students back to our information sheet for advice on how to proceed.

The Undergraduate Syllabuses 2000-2001 is found at:

http://www.ad.ic.ac.uk/publications/ugs/
The Undergraduate Prospectus 2001-2002 is found at:

http://www.ic.ac.uk/templates/ug01_front_page_3.asp?P=1554
The Postgraduate Prospectus 2001-2002 is found at: 

http://www.ic.ac.uk/templates/pg01_front_page_3.asp?P=1212
Postgraduate study Booklets 2001-2002 are found at:

http://www.publications.ad.ic.ac.uk/pgb/
Links to the college’s departments and centres are found at:

http://www.ic.ac.uk/templates/text_3.asp?P=207
ACCOMMODATION

 The college has a guide to accommodation which is found at : http://www.publications.ad.ic.ac.uk/accommodation/
This guide provides information on what type of accommodation the college can offer and  who is eligible for this, how much it costs and which conditions apply. This section also contains the address of the College’s Private Housing Office and other useful contacts related to accommodation issues.

STUDENT LIFE

Imperial College Union’s web site, containing links to its many societies and clubs is found at: http://www.su.ic.ac.uk/. An example of such a club is the college’s ERASMUS Club for exchange students which is found at www.su.ic.ac.uk/erasmus.  The ICU web-site also contains much valuable information about studying in London

On the main College website information on various aspects of student life, such as health and welfare, living in London, careers advisory service, sports and social facilities and much more can be found. This section is found at the address: http://www.ic.ac.uk/templates/text_3.asp?P=218
PRACTICAL INFORMATION

The section ‘Coming to Imperial’ contains links to guides, maps and travel information. ‘Coming to Imperial’ is found at: http://www.ic.ac.uk/templates/text_3.asp?P=220
Facts and figures about the College can be found in the Annual Report for 1999/2000, which can be found at http://www.publications.ad.ic.ac.uk/annual_report99-00/.

